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BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS Å JULY 4 Å 11am 

 

 

 

 

Whether a dog who eagerly greets her owner or a cat who purrs  

quietly on its humanõs lap, the bond between a person and a pet is 

like no other relationship. Blessing of the Animals  follows the tradition 

of St Francis of Assisi (1181/82-1226) who believed that all creatures 

were his brothers and sisters. St Francis is said to have preached to 

anyone who would listen, including the birds.  

SUNDAY, JULY 4, INSTEAD OF OUR REGULARLY SCHEDULED WORSHIP 

SERVICE, WE INVITE YOU AND YOUR PET FOR A BLESSING OF THE  

ANIMALS SERVICE IN SCHILLER PARK BEGINNING AT 11:00 AM.  

Everyone is welcome to bring their pets for the blessing. The only  

request is that they be in a carrier or on a leash for control. Though 

most of the pets brought for the blessing will probably be dogs and 

cats, others pets are welcome, too, including parakeets, parrots, 

hamsters, goldfish, stuffed animals, or farm animals.  If you are unable 

to physically bring your pet, you may choose to bring a photograph 

of him or her to receive the blessing.  

This service will take place rain or shine, unless it is storming in which 

case the service will be cancelled.     

Schiller Park is located in German Village and is bordered by Jaeger 

Street, City Park, Reinhard and Deshler Avenues.  

OUR CORE VALUESOUR CORE VALUES  
LOVE Å Godõs love for all persons 

inspires us to love others . We will 

value  respect  and  lift up  all 

persons as children of God.  

ACCEPTANCE Å Just as Godõs  

acceptance of us is unconditional, 

so is our acceptance of others.  

God has created each person 

with unique spiritual gifts that are 

of God and to be used for  Godõs 

work.  

FAITH Å Faith allows us to face the 

future with confidence in God and 

each other. We  will make  decisions 

based on our faith, and we will 

nurture faith in others.  

MISSION & OUTREACH Å  We will 

love and care for our neighbors in 

this city and around the world.  We  

will generously  share  with  others all 

the talents and gifts that God has 

given us.  

CHILDREN Å We will celebrate,  

educate, and nurture all children 

of God. We  will provide  un-

paralleled  care  and  spiritual 

formation for children.  

 

 

WELCOME STATEMENT WELCOME STATEMENT   
St Johnõs Evangelical Protestant 

Church, United Church of Christ, 

welcomes into full membership 

and participation in the Body of 

Christ persons of every age, 

economic or marital status, 

gender, language, nationality, 

physical or mental ability, race, or 

sexual orientation. We welcome all 

to share in the life, leadership, 

ministry, fellowship, worship, 

sacraments, responsibilities and 

blessings of participation in our 

congregation and Christõs Church. 

We embrace diversity in our 

congregation and community, 

and affirm the dignity and worth of 

every person.  Following the 

example of Jesus Christ, we hereby 

declare ourselves to be an Open 

and Affirming Church.  

SAVE THE DATESñUPCOMING EVENTS 

 August 1  Anniversary Sunday ñ 

  celebrating 138 years of the church  

 August 3  Dinner at Maennerchor ñ  

  celebrating the ministry of Rev Dr Kathy Dwyer  

 August 8  Reception after worship for Dr Dwyer  

September 12  Church Picnic for all members and friends  
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 4 Blessing of the Animals  

  11:00 am at Schiller Park  

  (see p 1 for details)  
 

 11 Jeff Jaynes preaching  

 

 18 What the Heck Did He Say?  
  Kent Beittel preaching  

  Psalm 15 

  Luke 10.38-42 

 
 25 Forrest Hoppe preaching  

congregation meets after worship  

SHARE YOUR FAVORITE HYMNS 

Over the last few Sundays, you have been 

invited to share your favorite hymns.  Some 

responses even indicated why these were 

your favorites, and why specific stanzas had 

special meaning for you. This brought the 

hymns to life for me in a new way! Thank 

you for sharing these. The plan is to use 

these favorite hymns in the coming weeks 

and months.  

Hymns not only help us express our faith; 

these songs help form and nurture our faith. 

We remember the texts, particularly in diffi-

cult times, in times when we need to hear 

Godõs word more strongly.   Some texts are 

beautiful words of praise that come to us 

throughout the day, without ever thinking 

about it. How often have I heard someone 

say: òI just couldnõt get that song out of my 

head! It kept coming back to me over and 

over ñall week long.ó God speaks to us in 

many ways. Donõt hesitate to share these 

stories é with me, with your family, with your 

friends!  What a treasure we have in the mu-

sic of the church!  

Email to MaySchwarz@aol.com  or call 

614.499.1047. I look forward to hearing from 

you!  

 

 

May Schwarz  

Minister of Music  

JULY worship notes  

SHARE THE EXPERIENCE 

 

 

 

 
 

Did you know that you can view a video of 

the past week's sermon by visiting  our web-

site: www.stjohnscolumbus.org , clicking on 

the Worship page, then "Sunday's sermon." 

You may also follow links from the Home 

page to "Listen to a sermon or concert" or 

"read a sermon or blog" to hear and/or read 

selected sermons and musical pieces from 

our services.  

CDs and DVDs of most services are also 

available (a donation to cover production 

costs will be gratefully received).  

Hard copies of many sermons are available 

by contacting the church office 

(614.224.8634, office@stjohnscmh.org ). 

If you would like to assist with the Audio/

Visual ministry, please contact Alex  

Knoblauch at aknob_94@yahoo.com  or 

614.275.4983.  

CALLING INSTRUMENTALISTS 

If you'd like to play your instrument  

during worship this summer or fall as 

soloist or in an ensemble, please con-

tact Minister of Music, May Schwarz at 

MaySchwarz@aol.com  or 614.499.1047.  

All ages are welcome ñwe look for-

ward to hearing from you!  

mailto:MaySchwarz@aol.com
http://www.stjohnscolumbus.org
mailto:office@stjohnscmh.org
mailto:aknob_94@yahoo.com
mailto:MaySchwarz@aol.com
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This past month has been filled with wed-

dings, graduations, and the celebration of 

milestones for many of us.  (You will find an-

nouncements from our graduates on page 

12 in this issue of the Messenger .) Typically, 

these milestones are celebrated with cere-

monies, parties, or receptions which can be 

fun and memorable. However,  I have been 

thinking recently about how the outstanding 

days are often not the moments in our life 

we cherish the most.  

When I think about the people I cherish and 

miss, I usually think about the time we have 

spent during the ordinary days of our lives.  

My husband, Dale, is currently away for sev-

eral weeks and I find myself missing our 

morning coffee, or the way he will sit at the 

kitchen island and talk with me when I am 

preparing a meal. When I think about my 

father, who passed away about a decade 

ago, I remember the times we spent talking 

while riding in the car or hitting tennis balls.  

As I begin to think about leaving St Johnõs, 

there will be many high points I will reflect 

back on with joy, but I think I will cherish 

most those people who have shared the 

every day, ordinary days with me in wonder-

ful ways.  

We have entered the season of the church 

year called òordinary timeó ð a long stretch 

of Sundays from the Sunday after Pentecost 

to the Sunday directly before Advent.  

Rather than meaning "common" or 

"mundane," this term comes from the word 

"ordinal," which simply means counted time 

(ie The First Sunday after Pentecost, etc).  

òOrdinary Timeó fills more than half of the 

church year and certainly more than half of 

our lives. I am finding myself thinking about 

how important the ordinary times are ñ

those times between the graduation cere-

mony and when we send our child to col-

lege, between the proposal and the wed-

ding ceremony, between the baptism and 

confirmation, between hello and good -bye.    

Today I am giving thanks for all of the days, 

hours and minutes God has given me to 

spend with you. I count each one as a gift.  

Come Å Share Å Rejoice 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

 

Kathy  

reflections  

St John's is Going Green!  
 The process has happened gradually. A 

few years ago we began recycling. A 

couple of years ago we began using 

real plates at The Largest Table and ce-

ramic mugs during our coffee hours. This 

year we joined Ohio Interfaith Power 

and Light whose mission is to "empower 

a religious response to climate change 

and to promote energy conservation, 

energy efficiency, and renewable en-

ergy." One of the benefits of member-

ship is very economical energy audit 

which was recently completed. Craig 
Foster, engineer, Foster Energy Manage-

ment, will present his findings and re-

ceive questions at the Maintenance 

meeting Wednesday, July 7, 7:00 p.m. 

All who are interested are encouraged 

to attend.  
  

After this, the Maintenance Committee 

and Consistory will prioritize next 

steps.  We are in the process of forming 

a "Green Team" who will help communi-

cate our efforts - and how we can all 

engage with this process - with the con-

gregation.   If you are interested in serv-

ing on the Green Team, please contact 

Barbara McClure or the church office.  
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A NOTE  

FROM OUR  

PRESIDENT 

Friends ~ 

Our interim pastor search committee is hard 

at work to place an interim pastor soon after 

Pastor Kathy departs. An interim pastor is a 

specially trained minister whose purpose is 

to serve congregations while they are 

searching for a called, or permanent, minis-

ter. Thanks to the members of this team for 

their willingness and hard work: Walt Adams 

(chair), Barbara McClure, Christa Marcus, Bill 

Reiner, Dixie Lauer, Susan Olson, and Lisa 

Knoblauch.  This team meets regularly to re-

view and interview potential ministers.  

On July 25 th, following worship, we will have 

a congregational meeting. At this meeting 

Forrest Hoppe, our association minister, will 

talk with us about the search process and 

give us an opportunity to ask questions 

about it.  We will also vote to authorize the 

creation of a pulpit committee, according 

to our Constitution and Bylaws.  

After August 8 th the pulpit committee will be 

created, with every effort of reflecting the 

diversity of our congregation. We have such 

a wonderful growing diversity stretching 

from our longtime members to our newest 

members! This team will work with the asso-

ciation and the congregation to find a new 

called minister for St Johns. This is a delibera-

tive discernment process. All of us, in one 

way or another, will be invited to be a part 

of this important process.  

Peace,  

Karen Corcoran  

Consistory President  

ST JOHN'S ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION Å AUGUST 1 

ALL ARE WELCOME ON JULY 10 TOUR 
Senior Christian Fellowship 

invites you to share a day trip 

to Ohio Light Opera's pro-

duction of Franz Lehar's The 

Count of Luxembourg  

(Wooster OH), with lunch and 

shopping on your own. Tom 

Woodbridge, bus driver 

extraordinaire, will pick us up 

at 8:00 am at the church and 

will bring us back around 

8:30 pm. Cost is $78 per person. Make your 

reservation with Virginia Niemann 

(614.279.2931) ASAPñthe bus holds only 27!  

WOMENñUNITE! 
St John's women's circles 

are combining for their 

summer meet ings! ! 

Open Arms Circle is join-

ing the Cherub Circle for 

food and much laughter 

in the months of June, 

July and August. We would love to extend 

an invitation to all the women of the church 

and any men interested in joining us.  

We will meet at 6:30 pm on Tuesday, July 27, 

at Cimi's Bistro at Pinnacle, 1500 Pinnacle 

Club Dr, Grove City; and Tuesday, August 

24, at 6:30 pm, we will meet at Columbus 

Brewing Company, 525 Short St, Columbus.  

We are looking forward to seeing new and 

old faces alike. If you plan to meet us, RSVP 

to Kathy Markus (614.475.5675, kmar-

kus2@columbus.rr.com) to be sure we have 

the right number of reservations.  

Thank you,  

Anne -Marie Salyer  

Coordinator  

SENIOR CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 

 (cool summer fun)  
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RECAP 

Faith is a Verb  
by Karen Mitchell  

St Johnõs members and 

friends shared a truly inspira-

tional talk with Dr Richard 

Wing who spoke to us on 

May 26 about the faith of 

the legendary Dr Albert 

Schweitzer  (pictured here). Dr Wing pointed 

out to us that Schweitzerõs faith comprised 

much more that his religious beliefs.  

Schweitzer earned a PhD in philosophy, an 

MD, a license in theology, was a famous au-

thor and had a distinguished musical career 

before he founded his hospital at Lam-

baréné in French Equatorial Africa in 1917. 

He became a prisoner of war in World War I 

but returned to Lambaréné in 1924. With the 

funds earned from his own royalties and 

personal appearance fees and with those 

donated from all parts of the world, he ex-

panded the hospital to seventy buildings 

which by the early 1960's could take care of 

over 500 patients in residence at any one 

time.  

There was a skeptical reporter who went to 

hear Schweitzer speak intending to ask him 

to prove there is a God. Knowing that the 

doctor was a very intelligent man, the re-

porter had prepared many follow -up ques-

tions to counter any òproofó that Schweitzer 

might offer. The reporter asked his first ques-

tion. Schweitzer looked him squarely in the 

eye and replied that he had hundreds of 

poor and sick people that needed help 

and asked the reporter to volunteer a few 

weeksõ of his time to help. The reporter vol-

unteered. Schweitzer helped him under-

stand that  faith is a verb ð it comes to life 
with actions.  

As we at St Johnõs turn our faith into action 

by volunteering our gifts of time, talent and 

other resources, how can we enhance our 

lives? Our families? Our church? Our com-

munity? As we ponder these questions, let 

us share our answers as well as our dreams 

with each other. Together we can make our 

faith resonate throughout our world.  

 

Dr Richard Wing, Senior Minis-

ter, First Community Church, 

hosts First Edition Sunday 

mornings on ABC, and is au-

thor of the book, Albert  

Schweitzer for our Time.  

EXPLORING MEMBERSHIP 

Tuesday Å July 13   

6:30-8:00 pm  
Contact the church at  

office@stjohnscmh.org or 

614.224.8634 to register or 

to learn more.  

What does UCC mean?  

What 

does it 

mean to 

be a 

member 

of St 

Johnõs? 

Join us for the next  

 
Monday, July 26 . 

Join us for a light meal at 5:30 pm; the pro-

gram begins at 6:30 pm. Our topic, Where 

do we as a country go from here? What 

should be in our immediate future? , will be 

debated by attorneys Joseph Mas, NPR; 

Omar Tarazi, CAIR; and by Harvey 

Wasserman, Senior Editor, Columbus Free 

Press, and author of a half dozen books, 

will each share their respective views 

about what should be the national priori-

ties of our government.  

Circle this date on your calendar and join 

this discussion of the possible priorities of 

the nation. Free and open to the broader 

Columbus community.  
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resource person. My faith journey began in 

a small family oriented German Baptist con-

gregation in Mowata, LA and these many 

years later Norm Gearhart, my husband, 

and I find ourselves in another congregation 

that has a German heritage!ó 

 

 

Karen Mitchell joined St 

Johnõs this spring and has 

become involved in many 

aspects of the church, es-

pecially adult education 

and the Currents program 

(see her Currents Recap  on 

p 5). Professionally, Karen 

has experience as an industrial trainer and is 

lending these invaluable skills to our leaders 

team as we seek to prepare for training 

Stephen Ministers.  About becoming in-

volved with Stephen Ministry, Karen says, 

òWhile volunteering at a telephone helpline 

when I lived in Tennessee, I listened to many 

people who were at a crisis point in their 

lives. What they sought from the helpline vol-

unteers was a compassionate listening ear 

to whom they could pour out their concerns 

and questions in confidence, knowing that 

someone cared enough to attend to them. 

Christ said, ôFor I was hungry, and you gave 

Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you 

gave Me something to drink; I was a 

stranger, and you invited Me in.õ I am ex-

cited about Stephenõs ministry because I 

see it as one other way to attend to Christ's 

work.ó 

 

John Yakscoe: Earlier in the 

year, the Consistory ap-

pointed John Yakscoe as St 

Johnõs volunteer pastoral as-

sistant. This felt like a natural fit 

for John as he retired from 

Wellington School as Assistant 

Athletic Director and felt a persistent calling 

to find ways to do more of Godõs work. John 

has been enrolled at the Methodist Theo-

logical School in Ohio as a part -time student 

and this spring travelled to St Louis for a 

week -long training for the Stephenõs Ministry 

Stephenõs Ministry 
òChrist Caring for People Through Peopleó 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ST JOHNõS STEPHEN MINISTRY LEADERSõ TEAM 

(left to right) Carolyn Piper, Kathy Dwyer 

(pastor), Karen Mitchell, John Yakscoe, 

Marilyn Potts, Norm Lawton (not pictured)  

 

This team of leaders will be coordinating the 

kick off of Stephenõs Ministry for St Johnõs 

Church. Together, they will help build 

awareness of this ministry, recruit members 

of the congregation to serve as Stephen 

ministers, and lead the 50 hour training pro-

gram that is required of every person who 

will serve as a Stephen Minister.  More than 

10,000 congregations are part of Stephenõs 

Ministry, a unique program that trains desig-

nated lay leaders to offer Christian care to 

people who are hurting.  Join us on Sunday, 

August 1 when we will have an informa-

tional booth and the leaders team avail-

able to answer questions about this impor-

tant ministry.  In the meantime, you may go 

to www.stephenministries.org  to learn more!  

 

 
Carolyn Piper is a retired pas-

tor and pastoral counselor. 

She first came to St Johnõs for 

a jazz concert, returned for a 

worship service and discov-

ered, as she says, "an exciting congregation 

that is continuing to meet the challenges of 

a court centered neighborhood and far 

flung congregation." About joining the 

team, Carolyn says, òMeeting now Dr Kathy 

Dwyer after fourteen years was a delightful 

surprise and she challenged me to consider 

sharing ministry in a new way. Then John 

Yakscoe invited me to be a part of the new 

Stephen Ministry and I volunteered to be a 

http://www.stephenministries.org

