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Bring a Friend Sunday! 

Ice Cream & Lemonade on the Lawn  

following worship! 
 

Join us on Sunday, May 23 as we celebrate Pentecost, the birthday 

of the church.  Wear RED to celebrate on this festive day.  BRING A 

FRIEND for this festive worship service that will be followed with an ice 

cream social and lemonade on the lawn.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Skip the rush hour commute home and feed your mind and body 

with dinner and current event  presentation and discussion!  Join us 

for a light supper at 5:30 pm and stay for the program which begins 

at 6:30 pm.  

Wednesday Å May 26  

Dr Richard Wing   
author of Albert Schweitzer for Our Time,  will 

speak about the meaning of Jesus for our time, 

the imperative of service, radical reverence for 

life, and the call for world peace. Dr Wing is 

Senior Minister of First Community Church, the 

largest United Church of Christ congregation in 

Ohio. He is also the host and preacher for First 

Edition , a weekly Sunday morning program on 

the ABC affiliate WSYX TV. The program is 

viewed by approximately 90,000 people 

weekly in a three -state area  

OUR CORE VALUESOUR CORE VALUES  
LOVE Å Godõs love for all persons 

inspires us to love others . We will 

value  respect  and  lift up  all 

persons as children of God.  

ACCEPTANCE Å Just as Godõs  

acceptance of us is unconditional, 

so is our acceptance of others.  

God has created each person 

with unique spiritual gifts that are 

of God and to be used for  Godõs 

work.  

FAITH Å Faith allows us to face the 

future with confidence in God and 

each other. We  will make  decisions 

based on our faith, and we will 

nurture faith in others.  

MISSION & OUTREACH Å  We will 

love and care for our neighbors in 

this city and around the world.  We  

will generously  share  with  others all 

the talents and gifts that God has 

given us.  

CHILDREN Å We will celebrate,  

educate, and nurture all children 

of God. We  will provide  un-

paralleled  care  and  spiritual 

formation for children.  

 

 

WELCOME STATEMENT WELCOME STATEMENT   
St Johnõs Evangelical Protestant 

Church, United Church of Christ, 

welcomes into full membership 

and participation in the Body of 

Christ persons of every age, 

economic or marital status, 

gender, language, nationality, 

physical or mental ability, race, or 

sexual orientation. We welcome all 

to share in the life, leadership, 

ministry, fellowship, worship, 

sacraments, responsibilities and 

blessings of participation in our 

congregation and Christõs Church. 

We embrace diversity in our 

congregation and community, 

and affirm the dignity and worth of 

every person.  Following the 

example of Jesus Christ, we hereby 

declare ourselves to be an Open 

and Affirming Church.  

Pentecost Sunday Celebration  

May 23, 2010 
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May 2    ACTS: the Church for Today  

  Acts 1.6 -8 

Two guest musicians will continue our cele-

bration of the 325 th birthdays of significant 

church musicians J S Bach and G F Handel 

this Sunday.  

Guest soprano Kathryn Hart Teixeira will 

sing How Beautiful are the feet of them 

that bring good tidings  (from Handelõs 

Messiah ). 

Guest cellist Kurt Harrison will play from  

J S Bachõs Cello  Suite #4.  

Meredith Reece will sing Haugenõs 

Gather Us In . 

 

May 9   Mother' Day  

  Jeff Jaynes, preaching  

Soloist Kristin Schmidt will sing Here I Am, 

Lord . 

The Cherub Choir will sing Lois and Herb 

Brokeringõs Love, Love, Love.  

The Casual Choir will sing We Bring the 

Sacrifice of Praise . 

The Carillon Bell Choir will ring a Dixieland 

setting of What a Friend We Have in  

Jesus. 

The Chancel Choir will sing Raymond 

Wiseõs setting of the spiritual Somebodyõs 

Knockinõ at My Door, with Thama Logan, 

soloist. 

 

May 16   Youth Sunday  

  Laura Kuntz, preaching  

The Youth will lead the service.  

The Chancel Choir will sing He Never 

Failed Me Yet . 

 

May 23   Pentecost Sunday  

The Chancel Choir will sing Let the Flame 

Burn Brightly. 

Bring a Friend Sunday!  

Ice Cream & Lemonade on the Lawn  

following worship!  

Music Notes from May Schwarz 
Minister of Music 

 

Itõs not too late to sing/ring/toot in a choir! 

Meet new friends Å Sing praise joyfully 

Hear the voice of God  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cherub Choir  rehearses Sundays, 9:45 ð 

10:10 am in the Cherub Choir room.  

Casual Choir  rehearses Sundays after 

church ñgather at the piano in the sanctu-

ary.  Meet new friends, sing new songs!  

Chancel Choir  rehearses Thursday 7:15 ð 

8:30 pm in the choir room (East entrance)  

Carillon Choir  rehearses Thursdays 6:30 ð 

7:15 pm  

Brass Choir plays on special occasions.  For 

further information contact: 614.499.1047 

or MaySchwarz@aol.com . 

 

Quotes from choir members: "choir isé" 

I feel the breath of God.  

My spirit is lifted up  

Where joy shows  

Great voice next to me  

Regain energy lost the past week  

Be myself  

Serve God through music  

Share my gift of music  
 

 

òMake a joyful noise to the Lord. 
Serve the Lord with gladness.ó  

ñPsalm 100 

 

We look forward to your participation!  

may worship notes  

mailto:MaySchwarz@aol.com
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reflections  
As I approach the completion of my ninth 

year as your pastor, I have found myself re-

flecting on my role with you as pastor, 

teacher, and friend. While I am sure many of 

you have your own opinions of what I do 

well and what I do not do well, in my own 

assessment I think that perhaps my greatest 

failure as your pastor has been my inability 

to convey what I see as the importance of 

each individualõs personal presence to this 

community.   

For me, that feels like a tricky enterprise.  

Your presence here is not something I con-

sider a òshould.ó I do not suggest that your 

presence is valued and important to pro-

mote a sense of guilt, shame, or fear. While I 

hope that when you are here, you receive 

something ð a sense of Godõs Spirit, an en-

couraging word, affirmation for who you are 

at your core as a child of God, and cour-

age for your own striving for peace and jus-

tice, the fullness of Godõs graceé  My hope 

is that you experience all  of these things, but 

that is not really why I try to convey that 

your presence is important and valuable.   

I want to convey to you, each of you, that 

your presence here is valued and important 

because through your presence others ex-

perience Godõs spirit and hear Godõs voice.   

On Sunday, April 25, my sermon focused on 

two short verses in the first chapter of Acts. 

The passage refers to that in -between time 

for the apostles: after Jesus had ascended 

but before they had received the gift of the 

Spirit and had a game plan for what was 

next.  The Bible did not say that òa group of 

people went to Jerusalem, sat in a room, 

and prayed.ó  No, the author listed each 

person by name:  Peter, and John, and 

James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bar-

tholomew and Matthew, James son of Al-

phaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas 

son of James. 14All these were constantly 

devoting themselves to prayer, together 

with certain women, including Mary the 

mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.  

Every person is noted.  Every person is valu-

able.  Every person is important.  Together, 

they were able to wait during that in -

between time, and together they were able 

to hear Godõs voice.   

Think for a moment of the people who have 

made a difference in your life. My guess is 

that the first thing you think of is not some-

thing that they DID or something they SAID, 

you think of their time on the job. You  

remember the person who showed up at 

your motherõs funeral.  The person who did-

nõt say a word but wrapped you in his arms 

when you were sad. You remember the per-

son whose face lights up when they see 

you, or who was on the other end of the 

phone line when you needed to talk.  

We are so quick to dismiss our òshowing upó 

as something that is not important or valu-

able, because we donõt begin to fathom 

the difference we make to others.  But isnõt it 

those who have shown up for us who make 

the difference in our lives and who help us 

know somewhere deep inside that there is 

something more to this world than we can 

see on the surface, that God is real, and 

that we can move forward from whatever 

space we feel stuck in?   

We will soon be in the òin-betweenó time in 

the life of the Church called òOrdinary 

time.ó  Please know that on special Sundays 

and in -between Sundays your presence 

matters.  Please know that whether you 

have signed on for a task or want to sit qui-

etly in the pew  your presence matters. 

Please know that whether you are up or 

down, anxious or peaceful, your presence 

matters.  Your presence helps me, and oth-

ers, experience the presence of God in our 

midst.  

Come Å Share Å Rejoice  

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

 

Kathy  
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Body & Soul  
annual fundraiser for  

The Largest Table  
 

Thank you to all for the great success of St 

Johnõs 2010 Body and Soul event to benefit 

The Largest Table !  It was a lovely evening 

filled with our members, friends and loved 

ones who came together to support a 

cause that means so much to us and those 

that we serve.  
 

This year we tried a few new fund raising 

ideas and they were a huge success!  We 

had a live auction with ten items that was 

conducted by a REAL auctioneer, Larry 

Woods!  It was so much fun and he added a 

òFund A Needó portion at the end where he 

asked for donations from the group. We 

raised $4,150 for the live auction and $4,150 

for the òFund A Needó auction.  
 

Our raffle winners were all present at the 

church and it was so fun to watch the looks 

on their faces when they won. Mya 

McClureõs grandmother, Barbara, bought 

her two 50/50 raffle tickets and she won!  

She was so excited she couldnõt even 

speak; she just flapped her arms!  Then Jerry 

Phalen and Burton Greiss won the trip raffle 

and it is a shame we didnõt take Burtonõs 

picture when he found out he won.  His eyes 

almost popped out of his face and his jaw 

hit his shirt collar. Congratulations to all of 

these big winners!  

I thank each person who helped to make 

this event such a success and there are 

some people Iõd like to especially thank.  

The food, headed by Golden Mergler and 

assisted by Sallee Netto, was outstanding!  

The table, beautifully arranged, would rival 

the best caterer in town.  Thank you to 

Golden and all of the people that helped 

prepare the feast.  

 

Kathy Marcus always assembles a top notch 

serving crew and this year she had two shifts 

to let those helping her have a chance to 

enjoy the evening as well. Kathy and her 

servers did a wonderful job of keeping the 

food table full and clearing away used 

plates. They did this with a smile even 

though the kitchen was 150 degrees!  God 

love this old building!  

Pam Yost organized the check -in and check

-out procedures and she made the process 

run smoothly and kept all lines down to a 

minimum.  This is a very detailed process 

and we are very grateful Pam took her 

whole evening to watch this process from 

beginning to end.  
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Rick Mock was our resident graphic artist 

responsible for the trip raffle brochures, the 

message boards and the wall decorations.  

Rick has amazing artistic talents and I thank 

him for always coming through for us.  

 

Nancy Dietz always gives her time and en-

ergy to The Largest Table .  In addition to do-

ing one of the most important jobs of the 

event ðcounting money ðshe was our jack of 

all trades this year by helping wherever she 

was needed.  

 

Of course this event would be nothing if not 

for Bonnie and Kathy.  They both know what 

needs to be done and how to do it.  Their 

love for this church, its people, and the min-

istry of The Largest Table  is proudly on dis-

play when organizing and working on this 

event.  I thank you both so much.  

Meredith Burris developed our accounting 

system for keeping track of all of the various 

revenue streams for this yearõs event; thanks 

to Meredith we will have better records than 

ever before!  

 

Suzanne Kull took the decorating job and 

we are glad she did!  Suzanne came up 

with those clever centerpieces with the 

chefõs hat and vegetables, the message 

boards about The Largest Table  arranged 

on the walls, and the fork and knife decora-

tions.  The room looked wonderful with the 

red linen tablecloths and white chairs.  She 

really transformed Fellowship Hall into a 

lovely place.  

 

Lisa Stromeier generously offered to take 

charge of silent auction set up.  This is a big 

job the day of the event but with her two 

side-kicks, Burton Greiss and Jerry Phalen, 

they managed to beautifully assemble our 

silent auction and had a ton of fun doing it!  

Way to go!  

The band was the best ever.  Norwin Mer-

gler once again came through for us but 

this time he had a drummer and saxophone 

player in tow!  He also had a new singer, 

Lisa Imoldi, and together they set a relaxing 

tone and everyone would have been 

happy if all they came to do that night was 

listen to them play.  We thank Norwin and 

his talented friends for once again offering 

up their time and talents at no cost to the 

event.  


