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Saturday, June 5, 9:00 am ñ1:00 pm  
Traveling on a mission trip to Haiti? Want some understanding of lan-

guage and culture before arriving on the island? Want to increase  

your understanding of the Haitian culture here in Columbus? Join fa-

cilitator Mike Holm for a workshop led by a team of native Creole 

speakers, including Father Fritzner Valcin of Columbus' Haitian Catho-

lic community. The team will offer insights into the current need in Haiti 

after the January 12 earthquake that killed 230,000 people. The work-

shop will also give you some language basics, cultural orientation, 

and discussion about the special needs of quake victims. Class size is 

limited to 20. To register, email Mike Holm at  mbholm1353@att.net.  

OUR CORE VALUESOUR CORE VALUES  
LOVE Å Godõs love for all persons 

inspires us to love others . We will 

value  respect  and  lift up  all 

persons as children of God.  

ACCEPTANCE Å Just as Godõs  

acceptance of us is unconditional, 

so is our acceptance of others.  

God has created each person 

with unique spiritual gifts that are 

of God and to be used for  Godõs 

work.  

FAITH Å Faith allows us to face the 

future with confidence in God and 

each other. We  will make  decisions 

based on our faith, and we will 

nurture faith in others.  

MISSION & OUTREACH Å  We will 

love and care for our neighbors in 

this city and around the world.  We  

will generously  share  with  others all 

the talents and gifts that God has 

given us.  

CHILDREN Å We will celebrate,  

educate, and nurture all children 

of God. We  will provide  un-

paralleled  care  and  spiritual 

formation for children.  

 

 

WELCOME STATEMENT WELCOME STATEMENT   
St Johnõs Evangelical Protestant 

Church, United Church of Christ, 

welcomes into full membership 

and participation in the Body of 

Christ persons of every age, 

economic or marital status, 

gender, language, nationality, 

physical or mental ability, race, or 

sexual orientation. We welcome all 

to share in the life, leadership, 

ministry, fellowship, worship, 

sacraments, responsibilities and 

blessings of participation in our 

congregation and Christõs Church. 

We embrace diversity in our 

congregation and community, 

and affirm the dignity and worth of 

every person.  Following the 

example of Jesus Christ, we hereby 

declare ourselves to be an Open 

and Affirming Church.  

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JULY 4 Å TIME AND LOCATION TO BE ANNOUNCED 

The companionship experienced between a person and pet is like 

no other.  Whether a dog who eagerly greets her owner or a cat who 

purrs quietly on it's ownerõs lap, the bond between a person and a 

pet is like no other relationship.  Many churches  hold an annual 

òBlessing of the Animalsó following the tradition of St Francis of Assisi.  

St Francis of Assisi (1181/82-1226) believed that all creatures were his 

brothers and sisters. Francis is said to have preached to anyone who 

would listen, including the birds.  

HAITIAN CREOLE LANGUAGE  

& CULTURE WORKSHOP 

Haitian cathedral  

Haitian landscape  

Mike & local kids work 

& play together  
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 6 Becoming What  

  Tomorrow Requires  

  Acts 10.9 -16 

  Acts 10.30 -34, 44-48 
 

 13 The Challenge of Change  

  in the Church  

  Acts 15.1 -2 

  Acts 15.22 -29 
 

 20 I'm Spiritual, Not Religious  

  Romans 12.1 -2 

  Acts 17.22 -30 

Ï  M U S I C   N O T E S Ï 
May Schwarz Å Minister of Music  

 

 

 

 

Thanks for a great choir season! 
Thanks to all singers, ringers, instrumentalists, 

soloists and choir members  for sharing your 

gift of music during this choir season! What a 

wealth of musical talent! St Johnõs is espe-

cially fortunate, as a downtown church, to 

have a dedicated group of fine musicians 

who generously share their musical gifts 

nearly forty weeks of the year!  

Special thanks to Meredith Reece, Cherub 

Choir director, and Cecilia Adams, Cherub 

Choir accompanist . Their gifts as leaders 

and mentors are very special gifts which we 

celebrate. We hope many young singers will 

plan now to share their music in the Fall!  

Parents, St Johnõs has a special gift in these 

leaders.  Plan now to make Cherub Choir a 

priority in your planning calendar for fall.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to all supporters  of St Johnõs TRIUNE 

CONCERT SERIES, Java & Jazz,  Evening 

Prayer with music in the style of Taizé , Mes-

siah Sunday , and all aspects of St Johnõs 

Music Ministry.  It has been a great year!  

Thank you for your continued strong support  

of a ministry vital to the worship life of St 

Johnõs and its outreach to the community! 

With appreciation,  

 

 

May Schwarz  

Minister of Music  

SHARE THE EXPERIENCE 
Did you know that you can view a video 

of the past week's sermon by visiting  our 

website: www.stjohnscolumbus.org , click-

ing on the Worship page, then "Sunday's 

sermon." You may also follow links from 

the Home page to "Listen to a sermon or 

concert" or "read a sermon or blog" to 

hear and/or read selected sermons and 

musical pieces from our services.  

CDs and DVDs of most services are also 

available (a donation to cover produc-

tion costs will be gratefully received).  

Hard copies of many sermons are avail-

able by contacting the church office 

(614.224.8634, office@stjohnscmh.org ). 

 If you would like to assist with the Au-

dio/Visual ministry, please contact Dale 

Dwyer at DDwyer@UTNet.UToledo.edu, 

or 419.340.1956.  

JUNE worship notes  

http://www.stjohnscolumbus.org
mailto:office@stjohnscmh.org
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While this has been a difficult decision, it 

feels like the right decision for Dale and me 

at this point in our lives. This is a time of much 

transition in my family. Because of this, it has 

been a natural time to take stock of my life 

and where God might best use me. To be 

honest, I sense that I may have done all I 

can do at St Johnõs. 

I have complete confidence that St Johnõs 

best days are in the future. I am frequently 

asked to speak with groups or with individu-

als about the vitality, bold witness, and inno-

vative ministry that others see at St Johnõs.  I 

know that St Johnõs will be considered a de-

sirable context in which to serve and that 

you will attract a dynamic and able pastor.   

Please keep asking the question, òHow does 

God want to express Godõs self through St 

Johnõs to this community at this time?ó  That 

is the central question. As the Spirit grants 

you the answer, I know you will continue to 

provide a vital witness to this community.  

I will miss you all, and will forever be grateful 

for our time together.  

Grace and peace,  

 

 

 

 

 

Kathy Dwyer  

Members and Friends of St Johnõs Church, 

For the past nine years I have been honored 

to be your pastor and so it is with bittersweet 

feelings that I submit this letter of resignation.  

Together we identified our core values 

which have guided our actions and deci-

sion making. Together we began The Larg-

est Table , have found creative ways to sus-

tain its growth, and have been transformed 

by the relationships we have developed 

with our guests. Together we have declared 

ourselves to be an Open & Affirming con-

gregation and have developed many im-

portant partnerships, perhaps most signifi-

cantly with The Open Shelter. Together we 

have refurbished the organ and the win-

dows, installed a new sound system, and 

done countless other projects that have en-

hanced our facility. Together we sought to 

engage the community, embrace diversity, 

and faithfully follow in the way of Jesus.  

Personally, you have embraced me and my 

entire family. You have celebrated my mar-

riage to Dale. You have loved, guided, and 

fed my children. You have provided support 

during my surgery and prayers and pa-

tience while I assisted my mother through 

hers. We have prayed and played, wor-

shipped and studied, mourned and cele-

brated, debated and discerned, and of 

course é ate together! 

I am currently the proposed candidate at 

another congregation out of the area. On 

May 10 I submitted my resignation to Consis-

tory and requested that Sunday, August 8, 

2010 be my last day as your pastor. Consis-

tory approved this request.  

reflections  

Mark Your  

Calendar!  

ALL  

CHURCH  

PICNIC  &  

RALLY DAY  
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 
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Small GroUps  

WOMENñUNITE! 
St John's women's circles are combining for 

their summer meetings!! Open Arms Circle is 

joining the Cherub Circle for food and much 

laughter in the months of June, July and Au-

gust. We would love to extend an invitation 

to all the women of the church and any 

men interested in joining us.  

We will meet at 6:30 pm on Tuesday, June 

22, at SoGo Asian Bistro, 2040 Stringtown 

Road, Grove City; 6:30 pm on Tuesday, July 

27, at Cimi's Bistro at Pinnacle, 1500 Pinnacle 

Club Dr, Grove City; and Tuesday, August 

24, at 6:30 pm, we will meet at Columbus 

Brewing Company, 525 Short St, Columbus.  

We are looking forward to seeing new and 

old faces alike. If you plan to meet us, RSVP 

to Kathy Markus (614.475.5675, kmar-

kus2@columbus.rr.com) to be sure we have 

the right number of reservations.  

Thank you,  

Anne -Marie Salyer  

Coordinator  

ST JOHN'S ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION Å AUGUST 1 

A NOTE  

FROM OUR  

PRESIDENT 

Friends ~ 

The news of Pastor Kathyõs resignation has 

surprised us all. It is sad to have a friend 

leave, and sadder still when that friend is our 

spiritual leader. Until her final day on August 

8, we should take time to reflect on and 

celebrate the successes we have shared as 

well as the friendships we have developed 

over the past nine years.  

I have asked our consistory vice president 

and our department chairs to join me in se-

lecting an interim pastor. We will work with 

Rev Forrest Hoppe, our association minister, 

to secure a pastor who will lead us during 

this time of transition. Once Pastor Kathy has 

departed and an interim is in place, a 

search committee will be formed to begin 

the important task of finding a new pastor 

for us. This committee will be gathered 

prayerfully, with the goal being to reflect the 

diversity of our congregation. I'm working 

with Rev Hoppe to find ways to involve the 

congregation in the formation of the search 

committee, as everyone's input is important.  

We will be going through much change in 

the near future with many transitions. By 

working together we will enter into the next 

chapter in the life of St Johnõs with anticipa-

tion and hope.  

Peace,  

Karen Corcoran  

Consistory President  
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Children's   
Treasure Garden  
We're planting a vegeta-

ble and herb garden for 

use at The Largest Table . 

The seedlings will be 

planted soon. If you 

would like to help with this 

ministry in any way, 

please contact Laura Kuntz (330.803.6152, 

lauralek9@gmail.com). Your assistance with  

watering the garden or harvesting herbs or 

vegetables each week will help the garden 

reach its full potential.  

Join us at Villa Milano to see The Ink Spots 

and The Four Aces  Monday June 14 . Cost is 

$42.75 per person for the show and a deli-

cious lunch. Call Virginia Niemann at 

614.279.2931 for reservations today!  

Take me out to the ball game Å Tuesday, 

June 15  (seniors only event) . The Clipper's 

game is at 12:05 pm at Huntington Stadium; 

reserved seats: $5 and general admission: 

$2. Includes sack lunch and bus pick -up at 

Maennerchor, 966 S High, German Village. 

RSVP with Bill Reiner. 

All are welcome Saturday, July 10 for a full 

day of friendship, frivolity, and food ñreally  

good  food ñand opera! Tom Woodbridge, 

bus driver extraordinaire, will pick us up at 

8:00 am at church. Lunch is on your own at 

Das Dutch Kitchen in Dalton OH. We'll enjoy 

Ohio Light Opera's production of Franz Le-

har's The Count of Luxembourg . (Ohio Light 

Opera is the Resident Professional Company 

of the College of Wooster, held in Free-

lander Theatre, Wooster OH) We'll top the 

day off with a treat from Hartzler's, and Tom 

will return us to church at 8:30 pm. Cost is 

$78 per person. Make your reservation with 

Virginia Niemann (614.279.2931) as soon as 

possible, as the bus only holds 27!  

YOUTH-LED WORSHIP INSPIRED 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Back row: Scott Davies, Nathan Campbell; middle: 

Ryan Haley, Alex Knoblauch, Scott Rangel ; front: 

Alexis Campbell .  
 

On Sunday, May 16, St John's youth led our 

worship experience. The congregation, staff 

and leadership thank the participants for 

their leadership! Some of the comments 

overheard that morning:  

Everyone did an excellent job.  

The youth worked so hard for  

this worship service.  

I loved the wide participation of the youth!  

I was impressed by how mature all of the 

youth were as they led the service.  

It inspired me.   
 

The Youth Group will resume meeting each 

Sunday in the fall.  

 

SENIOR CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 

 (cool  

 summer  

 fun)  


